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PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Land Conservation CDE is to provide individuals with the 
opportunity to judge parcels of land necessary to pursue career opportunities in 
land conservation. 
 
OBJECTIVES 

Develop plans to improve environmental compliance and performance within 
an AFNR system.  

Analyze available practices to steward natural resources in AFNR systems (e.g. 
wildlife and land conservation, soil and water practices, ecosystem 
management, etc.) 

Analyze and assess sustainability practices that can be applied in AFNR systems 
(e.g. energy efficiency, recycle/reuse/repurpose, green resources, etc. 

Design a master land-use management plan for a given area that utilizes land 
capability classes in order to minimize erosion and flooding, maximize 
development and preservation of topsoil, etc. 

Evaluate the soil composition in order to predict the impact of that soil on 
environmental service systems. 

Assess the physical qualities of the soil that determine the potential for filtration 
of groundwater supplies and likelihood of flooding. 

 

LAND 
CONSERVATION 
 

To view additional 
contest details, see the 

contest clarification 
sheet on the Michigan 

FFA Website 

Career Development Event 



 
 

 
Land Conservation Rules 
Updated: 09/12/24  2 

Assess different measurements of soil quality (e.g. soil horizons, soil texture, 
organic matter, soil respiration, etc.) to determine their effectiveness and 
limitations. 

Assess the characteristics of a natural resource to determine its classification. 

Devise strategies for the preservation of natural resources based on their 
classification. 

Analyze a plot of land in order to determine which soil management techniques 
would be most applicable. 

Devise a soil management plan to minimize erosion and maximize biodiversity, 
plant productivity, and the formation of topsoil. 

Prescribe fertilizer applications based on the results of a laboratory analysis of 
soil and plant tissues. 

Devise a plan for soil management for a selected production method. 
 

TEAM MAKE-UP/ELIGIBILITY 

Number of Students 
 

Teams are comprised of three to five members, teams having less than three 
members are not eligible for awards. Four land areas will be judged by each 
team 
 
Equipment 

Students are to bring their own clipboards. 
 
Students will be provided with the following: 
• Soil test information for pH, phosphorus, and potassium for each area 
• A machine scoring pencil  

 

CONTEST PERSONNEL 
 
Judges 

Judges will be selected by the contest superintendent. 
 

Superintendent 
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The superintendent will monitor the contest room and assist the judges as 
they compile their final placing. 
 
The superintendent will adequately prepare the judges before the event 
competition. 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
Contest Procedures 

Twenty minutes will be allowed for judging each land area.  

Four land areas will be judged by each team. 

Teams will determine percent of slope. Slope finders will be provided.  

The number of problems in Part Two, the number of practices in Part Five, 
and the number of land uses in Part Six will be furnished for each of the four 
land areas.  

Correct placings will be given at each land area after judging is completed.  

 
SCORES 

This contest will be run as a team event. The members of a team will work 
together throughout the event. The score will be tabulated as a team score, and 
no Individual scores will be given out.  
 
Contest official score card will be used as the key to the contest.  
 
See Michigan FFA Land Conservation Scorecard for more information about 
scoring. 

 
Determining Awards 
 
Gold and Silver awards will be determined by the Michigan FFA Association 
Executive Secretary.  
 
 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS 

In addition to these rules, please review the following documents: 
 

https://michiganffa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/land_score_card.pdf
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• A Guide for Land Judging In Michigan (PDF) 

https://michiganffa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/land_cons_guide_new.pdf

